WTOB Channel 2
Public Access Policy

WTOB accepts public access programming to air on its station. Program producers must abide by the rules and
regulations listed below. Before public access programming airs, the producer(s) must submit the Cablecast
Request and Acknowledgment form and the Copyright Waiver form. All programs will be reviewed for content
and production quality. If standards are met, a timeslot will be granted.

Program Ownership

Public Access programs are owned by the Producer.
All program media will be purchased by the Public Access Producer.

Requests for dubs/copies of a Public Access program are not the responsibility of WTOB and will be
directed to the Producer.

Program Content

The Producer is responsible for all program content.
Town resources will not be used to produce public access or commercial content.

Material that is unlawful, obscene, libelous, or slanderous is unacceptable. The Station Manager, Town
Attorney, Town Manager, or Community Relations Manager has the right to determine the level of
indecency and whether the program is acceptable for airing.

Copyrighted material will not be allowed without written permission from the author, artist, publisher,
and licensing organization.

Programming intended for a mature audience requires the following written and spoken viewer advisory:
“The following program may contain subject matter that is not suitable for children. Parental discretion is
advised.”

Producer’s failure to provide the proper paperwork for copyright clearances or failure to comply with
content advisories/disclaimers will result in a written or verbal warning and the program’s immediate
removal from the program schedule.

No Producer of the public access channel shall use the channel to air programs or ads endorsing
candidates for public office; however, candidate forums, debates, and programs of a political nature that
do not advocate for or endorse a particular candidate may be aired.

Technical Standards

WTOB reserves the right to remove programs from the schedule should they contain technical problems.
Producers may choose to resubmit the program after the issues are resolved. The following technical
problems will be evaluated: Poor audio: distorted, over-modulated, low, or no audio. Poor video quality:
over-exposed, under-exposed, etc.

The Station Manager reserves the right to evaluate technical video standards for all submitted
programming



e Ifaprogramis arecurring, pre-produced series, the length of the program may not exceed its allotted
timeslot without first receiving permission from the Station Manager.

e Any program exceeding its timeslot may be pre-empted by another program.
e  Programs may be shorter than the time allotted.
Program Scheduling

e  Programs must be submitted to the Station Manager at least one (1) week before requested air date.
Exceptions must be pre-approved by the Station Manager.

e The Station Manager reserves the right to allot time slots, however the producer may request certain
timeslots for their program to air.

e  Programs of an adult nature will air after 1am. The Station Manager will determine appropriate time slots
for programs.

e  Programs of an adult nature will only air one time.
e  Obscene programs will not air on the channel.

e Live programming can pre-empt recorded programming. The pre-empted recorded programming may be
rescheduled at the discretion of the Station Manager.

e  Public Access programs may be pre-empted by Government Access programming.

e At the discretion of the Station Manager, locally produced programming, i.e. programming which is
substantially created, recorded, or otherwise produced within the Town of Blacksburg, can preempt non-
locally produced programming up to two (2) weeks in advance of the time slot of the non-locally
produced programming.

Submission of Production

e A Cablecast Request and Copyright waiver must be submitted and signed before the production airs on
WTOB. Programs will not air without prior receipt of these forms.

e  Productions may be submitted on DVD format or File Transfer Protocol (FTP).
e WTOB is not responsible for the loss, destruction, theft or damage of materials submitted for air.

e  Producers who would like discs returned must provide appropriate packaging and postage to do so or pick
up the material from WTOB’s offices.

Obscene and Indecent Broadcasts
It’s Against the Law

It is a violation of federal law to broadcast obscene programming at any time. It is also a violation
of federal law to broadcast indecent programming during certain hours. Congress has given the
Federal Communications Commission (FCC) the responsibility for administratively enforcing the
law that governs these types of broadcasts. The Commission may revoke a station license,
impose a monetary forfeiture, or issue a warning, for the broadcast of obscene or indecent
material.



Obscene Broadcasts Are Prohibited at All Times

Obscene speech is not protected by the First Amendment and cannot be broadcast at any time.
To be obscene, material must meet a three-prong test:

e An average person, applying contemporary community standards, must find that the
material, as a whole, appeals to the prurient interest;

e The material must depict or describe, in a patently offensive way, sexual conduct specifically
defined by applicable law; and

e The material, taken as a whole, must lack serious literary, artistic, political, or scientific
value.

Indecent Broadcast Restrictions

The FCC has defined broadcast indecency as "language or material that, in context, depicts or
describes, in terms patently offensive as measured by contemporary community broadcast
standards for the broadcast medium, sexual or excretory organs or activities." Indecent
programming contains patently offensive sexual or excretory references that do not rise to the
level of obscenity. As such, the courts have held that indecent material is protected by the First
Amendment and cannot be banned entirely. It may, however, be restricted in order to avoid its
broadcast during times of the day when there is a reasonable risk that children may be in the
audience.

Consistent with a federal statute and federal court decisions interpreting the indecency statute,
the Commission adopted a rule pursuant to which broadcasts -- both on television and radio --
that fit within the indecency definition and that are aired between 6:00 a.m. and 10:00 p.m. are
subject to indecency enforcement action.

http://www.fcc.gov/cib/consumerfacts/obscene.html

Failure to abide by the WTOB Public Access guidelines may result in the temporary or permanent suspension of
station privileges per the decision of the Station Manager.



Cablecast Request and Acknowledgement

Producer Information

Name

Organization Represented (if any)

Home Address

Home Telephone Work Telephone

Email

Program Information

Program Title:

Type of Production (check one): ___One-Time Special ___ Series

Frequency of production (if a series):

Requested Air Date/Day: Requested Time(s):

Length of the Program in hours, minutes, seconds:

Description of program:

Acknowledgement

| have received and read WTOB’s Public Access Policy. By signing below, | understand and agree to the policies set
before me. | understand that WTOB reserves the right to copy my program for future airing.

Signature and Date

Completed form received by WTOB Station Manager

Signature and Date



Copyright Waiver

WTOB and the Town of Blacksburg will not be responsible for reviewing public access content for copyrighted
materials. The producer takes full responsibility for making sure no copyrighted materials appear in the
programming. Copyrighted materials can include music, logos, video, literature, etc. Using any copyrighted
material without expressed permission of the creative owner or any organization representing ownership is
considered copyright infringement and is punishable by law. Any inquires about copyrighted material presented in
public access programming will be directed towards the producer. WTOB reserves the right to pass along any
contact information for the producer if contacted concerning copyright infringement. The public access producer
must complete the following form and sign it in order to have their programming air on WTOB Channel 2.

represents that all required licenses or permissions have been obtained for any copyrighted

(producers name)

works contained or used in the materials to be broadcast; further agrees to indemnify and
hold harmless the Town of Blacksburg, WTOB, and its employees, volunteers or agents for the costs of defending
and any damages awarded for any claims based on ’s failure to obtain such licenses or
permissions. (producers name)

Signature

Station Manager

Date




