






Need and justification for the change in zoning classification: 

The Lyric Council would like to replace the existing hanging letter marquee with a programable digital LED 
screen. The hanging letter system has many limitations. The Lyric has a busy schedule and the number of 
events that fit on the marquee are limited by the size and number of letters that fit on the grid. This requires 
the staff to spend a significant amount of time rearranging and updating the marquee several times a week. 
Another issue with the current system is souvenir seekers.  Late night revelers on College Avenue often throw 
shoes and other objects at the sign in an effort to knock down letters, often breaking letters as well as the 
plastic board on which they hang. A dynamic digital marquee would allow the Lyric to update the marquee 
promoting the breadth of activities we offer with a few keystrokes and would eliminate the cost and 
inconvenience of replacing plastic letters. The digital sign will be configured to use the same font and style of 
the hanging letter system we currently use. The digital screens will be installed on the current marquee and 
will not significantly alter the size of the display. The panels will be 26 sq. ft. each for a combined area of 52 sq. 
ft. The metal trim around the panels may need to be replaced but will be repainted in the same manner as the 
existing trim. Some examples of other theatre marquees, are attached and similar examples of what we plan 
to install can be found here: 

 https://www.watchfiresigns.com/industries/entertainment/arts-and-theater 

https://wagnersign.com/marquee-signs/ 

We will also replace the neon tube lighting that was originally in the carved-out space spelling “L-Y-R-I-C” on 
the façade of the theatre.  This will increase the visibility of the theatre and restore one of the original design 
elements of the historic building. The replacement material will be red, double LED tubes instead of neon due 
to the lack of availability and expense of servicing neon lighting. An example of the of the tubing we plan use is 
attached and more examples can be found at the following link: 

https://www.inciseon.com/ 

In addition to these proposed new sign elements, we will maintain several features that should be covered by 
the special sign district. These include the metal poster cases that showcase the coming attractions to the 
theatre and the existing electronic “LYRIC” letters that are part of the marquee structure. The poster cases are 
located on the walls on either side of the theatre’s façade and inside the alcove. The poster cases each 
measure 30 in. x 48 in. The electronic letters measure 180 in x 39 in. The comedy and tragedy masks on the 
theatre parapets which may be considered sign elements, will also be maintained. Each mask measures 27 in. x 
36 in. The area under the marquee is lit by 72 small bulbs. Photos of the existing sign elements are attached. 

Way in which the proposed change will further the purposes of the Zoning Ordinance and general welfare of 
the community: 

The Lyric is located in the Downtown Commercial area. This zoning district is primarily pedestrian and the scale 
of the proposed signage is designed to be visible to walkers and slow-moving vehicular traffic on College 
Avenue. The lighted letters will also be visible from Alumni Mall. These improvements will increase the 
visibility of the theatre, allow us to promote events more effectively, highlight the historic character of the 
facility and enhance the vibrancy of the College Avenue Promenade. The digital marquee can also be used for 
community announcements. 

Note: In addition to the signage, the Lyric Council will also be fabricating and installing window grilles (see 
attached drawings) to replicate the original grilles that were part of the original façade of the building. The 
window grilles will be operable with latch bolt so they can opened for emergency egress and for cleaning. 

https://www.watchfiresigns.com/industries/entertainment/arts-and-theater
https://wagnersign.com/marquee-signs/
https://www.inciseon.com/
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