TOWN OF
BlaCkaUIg PROCLAMATION

VIRGINIA
Pride Month

WHEREAS, Pride Month provides an opportunity for communities across the nation to
recognize and celebrate the history, contributions, and experiences of lesbian, gay, bisexual,
transgender, and queer (LGBTQ) people, while also affirming the importance of dignity, inclusion,
and equal opportunity for all; and

WHEREAS, Pride Month is observed each June in recognition of the 1969 Stonewall
Uprising in New York City, a pivotal moment in the LGBTQ rights movement that helped inspire
generations of advocacy, visibility, and progress toward greater equality and acceptance; and

WHEREAS, the Town of Blacksburg is strengthened by the many LGBTQ residents,
students, educators, employees, business owners, advocates, artists, and community members
whose talents, perspectives, and leadership contribute to the social, cultural, and civic life of the
town; and

WHEREAS, Community Pride in Blacksburg is hosting its fourth annual Pride Week in
Blacksburg from June 9-13, 2026, featuring a full week of events and activities that encourage
celebration and connection, including a movie and trivia night, a free resource fair, drag events, a
pub crawl, and collaborations and partnerships with local social groups, nonprofits, and
businesses; and

WHEREAS, the Pride Center at Virginia Tech works to create a welcoming and supportive
environment for students and members of the campus community, and, along with affiliated
LGBTQ student organizations, traditionally organizes Pride-related programs and events during
the academic year in April that provide opportunities for education, dialogue, celebration,
advocacy, and community-building; and

WHEREAS, these and other local efforts help strengthen understanding, encourage
meaningful connections among residents, and contribute to a community in Blacksburg and the
greater New River Valley where all people are valued and respected;

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED that I, Michael Sutphin, Mayor of the Town of
Blacksburg, Virginia, do hereby proclaim June 2026 as Pride Month in the Town of Blacksburg,
and encourage all residents to participate in activities and conversations that promote

understanding, inclusion, and connection.
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Mayor Michael Sutphin
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Dated this l day of June, 2026.




